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NOTICE: ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 
Wednesday November 4, 2015 

7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Mississauga Valley Community Centre   

Program Room  2 

 

Come and hear about the past year’s 

accomplishments of Leash-Free Mississauga 

and ideas for the upcoming year, including 

working with the city to develop new parks.  

In February 2015, the Board engaged in a 

visioning/work plan process with assistance 

from a professional city facilitator. A review 

of accomplishments will be presented as well 

as ideas to improve and expand the parks for 

2016.  Each Park Representative will give a 

report for their park.  There is an opportunity 

for questions from the members.  Minutes 

from last year’s AGM will be posted on the 

website for you to review prior to the 

meeting. 

 

This past year, the majority of the volunteer 

board positions were filled for most of the 

year.  We hope to keep this trend going for 

2016.  For a list of all positions please scroll to 

the end of this newsletter. 

 

Members will vote for the vacant Board 

positions to serve the parks for a two year 

term.  Consider running for the board and 

volunteer your skills, expertise and talent.  In 

particular the Board needs volunteers for 

treasurer responsibilities, fundraising and 

sponsorship, and communications.  If being 

on the board is too much of a commitment, 

there are other opportunities to serve.  Come 

to the AGM and find out more! 

For more information please visit the website 

at www.leashfreemississauga.ca.   

 

2016 Fundraiser Calendar 
For only $10 per calendar, this fundraiser 

showcases a wide range of breeds of our 

local dogs- represented at all parks.  A 

great Christmas gift for family and friends.  

All proceeds go to non-profit Leash-Free 

Mississauga. 

The calendars will be available by the end 

of October.  Please help us sell these 

calendars to make this a wildly successful 

fundraiser. 

 

New Logo for Leash-Free 
Mississauga 
Have you noticed the new logo above and on 

our website?  A contest was held this past 

winter to create a new logo for LFM.  A 

number of submissions were presented to 

three anonymous judges who independently 

evaluated and chose the winning submission.  

We now use this fun spirited logo on our 

materials, banners, caps and signage.   

Annual Newsletter 2015 
by the volunteer Board, LFM 
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Big thanks to our volunteer Alicia, a talented 

graphic designer, who took the draft logo 

and made it look professional.  The main 

purpose of having our logo was to 

communicate to all users that we are 

affiliated with but independent of the City of 

Mississauga.  In fact we are a non-profit 

volunteer led corporation.  If you are 

interested in purchasing an LFM cap with our 

new logo, please contact the President at 

dave@leashfreemississauga.ca 

Re-launch of New Website 
Marc Leblanc was appointed the first 

dedicated volunteer Director of IT in late 

2014.  With his knowledge and expertise, the 

website was re-launched in 2015.  The key 

upgrade is the ability for new and current 

members to join and donate online.  Prior to 

this, the volunteer responsible for 

membership had to receive paper copies 

from the Treasurer, and enter all the data 

into an excel spreadsheet, deciphering bad 

handwriting in the process, which resulted in 

inaccurate data entry.  With the online 

registration, the membership list is always 

current and accurate.   

Marc was instrumental in creating email 

accounts for each Board member to improve 

communication with members.  The email 

addresses are listed on the website. 

The website also has the minutes of Board 

meetings, financial reports and 

announcements.   Please visit the website 

often, as well as individual park Facebook 

pages, to keep informed.  Volunteers are also 

welcome to assist in writing communications 

for the website and assist the Marc with 

future enhancements.   

Policy: Children in the Parks 
The focus of LFM is to provide a leash-free 

safe environment for all dogs in the park.  

Although children are welcome to attend the 

parks, their parents must be mindful that the 

dogs’ interests are paramount.  For a safe 

place for everyone, the Board developed a 

policy dealing with children who visit the 

parks.  Please refer to this policy on the 

website. 

It is imperative that children are taught to be 

well behaved around the dogs—no running, 

no food or any behaviour that may taunt the 

dogs.  Toddlers must be watched very 

carefully as they may be accidently knocked 

over by jubilant dogs.  Always remember:  

these parks are for the dogs.  Children can 

play at all other public parks. 

New Leash-Free Parks for 
Mississauga 
The Board has been in discussions with the 

city to increase the number of dog parks.  

Mississauga has only 7 parks – which is quite 

a low number compared to other cities.  It is 

estimated that there are over 50,000 dogs 

living in Mississauga.   A priority area is City 

Centre given the new housing developments 

of numerous condos.  Many condo owners 

have dogs and would benefit from a leash-

free park.  Other areas have been identified.  

Your support for new parks will assist the 

Board in these discussions.  Keep checking 

our website for further news and 

developments.  When meetings are 

scheduled to ascertain public support for new 

parks, please come out and support LFM. 

Also, if you live in Mississauga City Centre 

area, keep informed about the possibility of a 

new park via the City Centre Dog Park 

Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/citycentredogparkmissis

sauga 

 

Membership:  Join or Renew 
for 2016 
Starting in 2015, membership is 

calendarized—this means your membership 

will expire December 31, 2015 and you will 

need to renew.  For only $15 one dog, and 

$20 for two to four dogs, it is a bargain.  

Please renew online at 

www.leashfreemississauga.ca      

For those who joined after October 1, 2015, 

your membership will be active for 2016—

however to show your support for the parks 

you are encouraged to renew for 2016.  All 

membership fees support this volunteer non-

profit organization. 

 

Funds received from memberships (and 

donations) are used to provide maintenance 

to the parks- such as grass cutting, lock 

repairs, stone patios, wind shelters etc.  The 

city does not pay for this—it expects users of 

the parks to cover these costs. 

As of September 2015 the membership for all 

7 parks was 926 members.  Given that it is 

estimated there are 50,000 plus dogs in 

Mississauga this number is low, even though 

not all dogs visit the leash-free parks.  The 

Board is in discussions with the city to 

increase the number of leash-free parks and 

it would be helpful if our membership 

numbers grew substantially to demonstrate 

the need for the parks.  In other words, there 

are many people who visit the parks and are 

not members because they falsely believe 

the parks are operated by the city—we want 

to encourage those to join and support the 

parks.  

So please, join now, if you are not already a 

member, and renew for 2016 if you are.  

Questions about membership can be 

directed to gayle@leashfreemississauga.ca 

What you need to 
know about 
membership 
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EVENTS 

 

Dog Fest @ Riverwood 
Conservancy 
LFM set up a booth at the 2nd annual Dogfest in 

Mississauga at the Riverwood Conservancy.  It 

was an opportunity to promote the 7 current 

parks and speak to dog owners about the desire 

for additional leash-free parks in Mississauga.  

Thanks to Board members Kira, Dave and 

Gayle, and volunteer Irene, who spent several 

hours meeting dog owners spreading the word 

about the parks.   A large map was on display 

showing where each park is located, and cards 

were handed out to encourage membership.  A 

fun day was enjoyed by all the dogs who visited 

Dogfest.  Be sure to mark it on your calendar for 

September 2016 

Celebrating the 20th 
Anniversary of Leash-Free 
Mississauga 
Thanks for Carol Carty and her team of 

volunteers who planned and organized the 20th 

Anniversary of the first leash-free zones in 

Mississauga.  It was held at Toto on June 20, 

2015 and had special guests including former 

mayor Hazel McCallion and her dog Missy, and 

Don Cherry’s daughter, Cindy.   The event 

included a dog parade with dogs in costume, 

dog tattoos, visits from local sponsors and free 

popcorn courtesy of Mississauga Councillor Pat 

Saito.  The day was sunny and warm, and the 

turnout was terrific.  It was also an opportunity 

to thank Hazel McColl from the City of 

Mississauga who has been our link to the city 

and a supporter of the work LFM does. Music 

was provided by Fred and his family 

 

Garnetwood Report 
Rep:  none at this time.  (Please consider 

putting your name forward) 

Located along the Etobicoke border off of 

Burnhamthorpe, this small park hosts a close 

knit community of dog lovers.  Currently it 

has 22 members. This park enjoys a 

Facebook page to communicate to users of 

the park. The Board would like to thank 

Leslie Jamieson for being the park 

representative up until June of this year.  

Unfortunately she had to resign for personal 

reasons—and a park rep is desperately 

needed.  If interested please contact the 

President at dave@leashfreemississauga.ca 

to find out what is involved. 

Visit Garnetwood’s facebook page at: 

www.facebook.com/GarnetwoodDogPark 

 

Etobicoke Valley Report 
Rep:  none at this time.  (Please consider 

putting your name forward) 

Located off Dundas Street East, by Hwy 427, 

this park is a hidden gem.  If your dog loves 

to swim in a river on a hot day, this park is 

worth a visit.  It only has 30 members at this 

point and to demonstrate to the city its 

value, membership needs to be increased.   

 

To assist with this, a new display board is 

being built as a way to communicate with 

users of the park.  In addition, a FB page was 

created but is not currently being 

maintained.  The Board would like to thank 

Schuyler Hissa for being the park rep for 

several months this year.  Unfortunately she 

had to resign for personal reasons, and as 

such the park desperately needs a park 

representative.  If you use the park and enjoy 

its benefits please consider being a park 

representative.  Or find someone and share 

the responsibility such as attending Board 

meetings and being the liaison with the City 

of Mississauga staff.  To find out what is 

involved you can contact the President of 

LFM  dave@leashfreemississauga.ca  

Visit Etobicoke Valley’s facebook page 

at: 

www.facebook.com/etobicokevalleylfm  

 

Lakeside Park Report 
Rep: Catherine Hunt 

Located at the base of Southdown Road, this 

park enjoys the beauty of Lake Ontario.  It 

currently has 170 members.  The Board 

would like to thank Jack Clark and Michael 

Franklin who served as park representatives 

this past year. Cathy Hunt was acclaimed 

park representative on September 28, 2015 

for a two year term.     

Park Reports 
by Leash-Free Mississauga Park Reps 
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Lakeside now enjoys a Facebook page—a 

place where pictures of dogs can be posted 

and most importantly, it is a way to 

communicate messages to users of the park, 

such as grass cutting days, parking issues or 

any developments of interest.  Everyone is 

encouraged to monitor this page.   

Lakeside Park is a place where people come 

to enjoy the interactions with their dogs as 

well as people.  It is quite the 

community.  We know each other's names to 

a large degree and the dogs’ names.   

All things are going well within the park.  

There are some issues that need to be 

addressed such as the water supply is 

leaking, which is raising the concrete at the 

spout area as well as making it quite muddy, 

and more wood chips need to be 

delivered.  Those are on the “to do list” with 

the City.  The drainage in the wooded area to 

the east side of the park needs a solution, so 

if anyone has thoughts on how to make this 

area less muddy for our dogs, and therefore 

less clean-up for our park members, it would 

be very much appreciated.  Also, lights would 

be a wonderful addition to the park.  As the 

winter comes and the sun goes down earlier, 

as well as rises later, it would be wonderful 

for the members that need to come earlier or 

later to have lighting.  Safer for them and 

their dogs.  This would be a welcome 

addition to the park; however it will involve 

some fundraising and commitment from the 

Lakeside members.   

As a new park representative, Cathy has met 

a couple of LFM people, and has 

communicated via email with a few others.  

She looks forward to hearing from members 

as the new Lakeside Park Representative, 

especially with offers to volunteer in the 

park. Be sure to follow her posts on 

Facebook-Lakeside, and post your favorite 

pictures at: www.facebook.com/lakesidelfm 

 

Totoredaca Report 
Rep:  Dave Carty until November and then 

Kim Miedema commencing in December 

The Board would like to welcome Kim 

Miedema as our new Park Rep in 

waiting.  She will take over at the December 

2nd meeting.  Thank you so much Kim, for 

your interest in this role.  With two parks 

currently without representation, it is a 

challenge to find engaging volunteers for this 

role.   

Toto is a large park and there is more work to 

do than at any other park due to more 

maintenance required.  For instance, there 

are garbage cans inside the park which have 

to be emptied by the representative and 

volunteers—it’s a lot of poop to haul!  To get 

ready for winter, the hoses have to be 

drained.   

 

Dave and the Toto members thank Barb for 

donating a load of 4 by 4s to put along the 

fence bottom in the agility area.  There was 

wood there already but this is a big 

improvement.  Thanks also to members who 

gave money to Barb to help pay for the wood 

delivery. 

 

Toto has the largest membership of 299 

members as of October 1.  We are seeing 

more new folks coming to the park which 

means more potential for new 

members.  Toto continues to be a very busy 

park.  It is popular due to its location and 

features not found in other parks. 

 

Please note that the gates to the agility have 

been removed.  Freedom of movement for 

the dogs is what a dog park is about first and 

foremost.  The dogs need to be able to get 

away from potential trouble as quickly as 

possible.  Let’s remember that this park is a 

public space and belongs to everyone who 

attends primarily for the benefit of the dogs.  

Please be respectful of fellow park users. 

Visit Toto’s facebook page at: 

www.facebook.com/totoredaca.ca 

 

 

Quenippenon (Q-Park) Report 
Park rep:  Al Barnett 

 

Q Park has had a productive year so far since 

the election of the new park rep, Al Barnett 

in February 2015. We are happy to report 

that the park has been running smoothly and 

many improvements have been made.  

The notice board is now kept up to date with 

important information about the park and 

LFM. In May we held our NO MORE MUD 

Fundraiser to raise funds for our stone patios. 

This event was a HUGE success, raising about 

$1000. The stone patios were installed at 

each entrance in September and they are 

expected to significantly help battle the 

accumulation of mud in these areas. Thank 

you to all of our sponsors who made the 

event possible and thanks to Kira Wilkinson 

for organizing the event.  
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Other park improvements include: self-

closing mechanisms on the gates, and 

successful mulch spreads throughout the 

year. Inquiries have been made regarding 

getting a water source, as well as eventually 

replacing the farm fencing along the west 

side. We hope to see these issues addressed 

sometime in the near future. Park usage has 

noticeably gone up since the water plant 

construction has come to an end, but we are 

hoping to see an increase in our membership 

numbers to match the number of park users.  

Currently the park has 64 members.   

Stay connected to the park by visiting:   

www.facebook.com/qparkmississauga.    

 

Parkway Belt 
Park rep:  Carol Mitchell 

Atop a three acre grassy knoll, Parkway Belt 

dog park is an oasis in central Mississauga.  It 

is a welcoming environment for Frisbee, ball-

playing, or just a good romp with canine 

friends.  With an increase in membership 

from 16 to almost 80 this year, we boast an 

involved and caring congregation of dogs 

and dog lovers.   

On behalf of the many users, thanks are 

given to the park representative, Carol 

Mitchell, and all those working hard to 

maintain and improve our park.  Two 

successful raffles were held to raise much 

needed funds to improve the park.  We 

arranged to have a new display board built 

this past fall to communicate better.  Big 

thanks to Mr. Manning who built the display 

board. Talks are underway with the city to 

create a “bus shelter” inside the park to ward 

off the strong winds while watching the dogs 

play.  Donations and an increase in 

membership will assist in paying for this 

initiative which we will all enjoy on cold and 

windy days. 

Join our Facebook group to view all the fun, 

or drop by to meet the gang. 

 

Jack Darling Report 
Park rep:  Karen Forest 

Jack Darling is a large leash-free park by Lake 

Ontario.  With lots of walking trails and a 

sandy play area, this is one of the more 

popular leash-free parks.  It currently enjoys 

224 members. 

Park Rep Karen Forest (who also doubles as 

the LFM Vice-President) organized a 

successful Easter Egg Hunt on Good Friday in 

April 2015.  Dogs were encouraged to find 

plastic Easter eggs and turn them in for 

doggie treats/gifts.   This event was followed 

up with a successful membership and 

fundraiser BBQ on June 17. 

Visit Jack Darling’s facebook page at: 

www.facebook.com/JackDarlingLFM 

 

 

 

 

How can you help? 
Can I donate to my park? 
Absolutely!  Donations are accepted via the website and you can identify 

which park you wish your donation to be targeted.    

How can I volunteer? 
The parks are run by volunteers and there are many ways to volunteer to 

support the parks.  You can assist by helping the park representative—

managing the communications of the display boards, administrating the 

Facebook pages to keep the information current and relevant, arranging and 

coordinating park clean-ups, spreading mulch.  Other tasks to assist the 

Board include fundraising, working with corporate sponsors, writing a 

newsletter, assisting with the website, and spreading the word to increase 

membership.    There are many possibilities so please contact your park 

rep via the email address on the website or Board members with your 

ideas. 

Board Meetings 
All members are welcome to attend the monthly Board meetings, held 

the first Wednesday each month (except July and August) at the 

Mississauga Valley Community Centre, from 7 to 9pm, Program Room 2, 

main floor (past the reception desk on the way to the gym area). 

POOP AND SCOOP! 
Please ensure you are always picking up after your 

dog. We all have to work together to ensure that 

the parks remain vibrant and clean. Please be a 

responsible dog owner and pick up after your dog. 
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List of Board Members 2015 

President Dave Carty 

Vice President Karen Forest 

Past President VACANT 

Secretary Barbara Hanson (resigned 2015)  

VACANT 

Secretary (acting) Leslie Jameison 

Treasurer Debra Buckler (term expires AGM 2015) Not 

seeking re-election 

VACANT 

Director at Large Marc LeBlanc (Term expires AGM 2016) 

Director at Large Gayle Laws (Term expires AGM 2016) 

Director at Large Kira Wilkinson (acting) 

Director at Large Anne McGivern (Term expires AGM 2015) 

Etobicoke Valley Rep VACANT 

Garnetwood Rep VACANT 

Jack Darling Rep Karen Forest (Term expires Jan 2017) 

Lakeside Rep Cathy Hunt (Term expires Sept 2017) 

Parkway Belt Rep Carol Mitchell (Term expires Jan 2017) 

Quenippenon Rep Al Barnett (Term expires Feb 2017) 

Totoredaca Kim Miedema (Term expires Sept 2017) 


